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f"-r.V. aii.1 rpare-rlbf nr. pb ni
'rt livit.t. Is a poem nod wo ,,r

lyric:
-V. < I

i.nmui: (tt u iitmiss.
It is very Interest iti|: You do not

rtup to lcmx k at the lour or to v cK
permission to enter. Vott walk boldly
in. (¦ it si t the rooms. m> 11» t.» tlu* kit* hen,
peoi :i. t«> tii.' cellat, look to see 11' the
roof is leaky, pass through the back*
>ard tii'il survey tlii' alloy. Volt v-i-o

t . it:;i!._. of homes upon wliosi « \-

ti i<.r only you have looked, and you
.ml out ! w tho /"other half is living.
TMs Is done, of ionise, not l>y .1 per-

so: a 11 v-eoml liet ed police tour, but by
¦!»¦ til- pi. '.dished report f till

Society f». i Improving the l.ivini,* and
1! i ¦! s l. r. i"n! liitiotis .by :> 11 lulus II .

i:n !-1 rcmarkahb human document i ver j
pi nited bout Michmoml
We 1.. ve sr. often approved tho sur

vey wlii- h foiiiic the basis of this it-

1 at. that we .shall not now discus? the
ie!- ;'.i- i htail We rather commend
H to i .: r . .ul'1'; !; .¦!>>" lias been
er.t '¦ i, -=it dnwii ai d read it If you

hi vo i eopy. but are Interested, j
w i::. *:e ndcty's iitirj for one.!
The l;t'. 1; will surprise you, will
i mi iievih.it ashamed, and will'
i; opi-rati in tie ;:ood work

it describes j
The report, h mover, is 'j<. t pos-shnis-

t: It depicts ' tty .lumps as they are.
ii.mvs v >u i,i -:le !i ii backyards iiml
::li ; alleys; but It is far more cheer-,
in;- tli. some of us had hoped It could

1: i. oiii. 1:i: r. that Ith V.tnond's
";:."ht ti.ust be I'' t onlj to make had

.i iitiuns ii. but also t<« .cep uoml
niliti t.: il in bei "inin»: bad. !!. lore

.a t h. ve ter.i im lit. this repot : warns
.. i ".act laws wl 1. will make them
i;; p ssihle.
rpon this stat'* it ;> Via Irs we should
i..: lit ulato our:-i lv< Thanhs to the

ii :nlcM ship few men, we have had
:! f resif-*ht niul the siOii'l soltt'O lo
f.uiy our housir.ir problems hefoi i> they
. ":nc ncnte, ,'ind :,ow w e have Intor-
.i..; uni which shows us I »« to solve
thr:n 1 'y prottipl pi vi'itlon we save
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i:\ri:i»iTi: am» <-iii<:m>k\ tiuai.s.
(Might the- detail machl lu-ry of tho

I'onrt.s i:. Virginia t«» he so arranged
as to afford an expeditious and eco¬
nomical administration of justice, In¬
stead of a wrnnglo over technicali¬
ties.-

I.\i'iylioiij agrees answering: that
i|»i<-r.v aMlrinatively Vet under our
Ci i sent system of justico in Virginia,
it is ini|iossil)te to establish . conotuy
miuI e\ peell t i otisuess in our juridical!
methods Knglaml leiejiatod to t lo*
jtiuic li";ip lifty agi. the systems
of pleading and procedure in vogu. .'
loii to-das e.hir e-ourts are forced to
list .in archaic. patchcel-up machine,
arid yet satisfactory results are .-\
peeled from them
Who is to blame? It is unreasonable

to hold ihe courts responsible, for
they are proceeding: under the orders
of tin- ti.-neral Assembly Criticism
must l- directed at the legislature,
for tho courts are doing exactly what
that oody requires of them. The trial
eonrta should be regulate"! It\ selentifle,
ce»rrelaled systems of rules made hy the
Supi me t'ourt of Appeals, with t li
aid mid suggestions of the entire
bar, Instead of by rigid, indexible stat¬
ute that admit of no possible use of
discretion. The preparation of rubs
is v technical task which calls for tin*
aid of expert- trained In tho law and

P1 -"'tlce ruder the present con¬
dition, the <(.¦neral Assembly not onl.
tell- ti,. .-'ourts what th.y ma> do,
\s hi. h is .lust. but also i-trleavors to
1-11 them how they slinll do it, which
!:. unwise. Tbe judges, under this ar-
t an;:- rnent. "are little nioro than uni
I Ir. between two Seu. Ct warring)lawyers, who. in th-.; interest of their
clients, are forced to tuko advantage
"f tlo se techtiI<mlj11<>s." l.'njust criti-
' ism is hcapeu upon tins lawy. rs
threcigh ili" crroiT ous conception that
they have voluntarily h ct-d the man¬
ner In which the law should be ad-
.llMster. d. when the truth is that,
they have t.. conduct the case in the
manner provided b\ the Legislature
and not otherwise.
There is a practical consideration

Which, by itself is .MHIIclcnt arm.-
inert for simplification of court pro-
cedure. .Warlj half the tlino of the
judges of the Supreme- t'ourt ot Aj,.
leaks is consumed in* passing unon
tlioB'j technical errors. Th.y nre pre-
vented from dcvotluj; all of Mnlr
t houuiit to t li. merits and law of

case. This condition deprives
both the litigants and tin- State- of
most valuable Juridical .-lenient li i*
!>¦ lieved by b.gul expert.- that the w..rk
.f the i rial courts could not onl> I.,
simplified, h it very materially j.
.luced. while that of the hluMiest court

the Commonwealth would be les-
nod to a very great degree Trials

would be expedited and cheapened t.
. ¦n extent not easily calculated, since
t! court and lawyers would co-oper-

whe,e n.\\ they stand at ami's
b-ngtli. The b in ral Assembly nc\..r
x pee till such an outcome, bind. ning
comm. ice and vexing the people ..« it
lto,y fe.-gislat tires have
duiesecd until sonn definib and sclen-
lili"' ll ii- . Mill,l lie | 'tesl.'il Such
r--lief is now proposed l-\ the Virginia
J iAssociation, and supported by pub¬
s' . pinion, and it |. hoped that, the!
:. -.1 ral A:- .mid 1 f. 1 j will, by a'

sin.i !.- statutory change, establish the
simplification, xpedition and cheapen-
Ing of procedure in Virginia courts'
by empowering the Sjipr.-tn.- Court of
Appeals to effect that end.

tii.\t \imou im.atm n.wr.
11 r: ct ii -a 11 \ very eit> in thi I :.i st

'

and South making .« bid foi th
proposed armor plate nlant. I'or.ne..,.
men nr. being deluged with b ttel;
nr-mg them to activity; tile-hatted
committees an- arriving in Washing¬
ton on every train; advertising litera¬
ture i fairly flooding all those who
are supposed to have influence.

All of this Is very encouraging to
IMchmoml. in fact, the preUehtntlonof tJie claims of every American cityonly makes stronger t.be nf Mich-
motnl. The more others "boost" them-j1 V'-S the more they l.e|p us to show
ourselve; to advantage.
Hiehmond is rot, therefore, forced to!
n«l upon the dome of tj,. « apitol and

blow h. r born. Others are doing tl.nt
for m, for as they list the Inducements
t.ey offer, the more striking i this
<!'-iila.. Of reasons why Richmond!
: houbl have th» |>l mt ;

1 «s»I» co..I by direct haul from
the W st.

\\nter t ranspot fa tion t o oeea n a ml
the »-' it...' i shipynrd in the country.

Abundant labor, skilled and un¬
do.1. Willi freedom from s'.rlk--., and

dis:>uti
|¦I Ample fa-dory itoverlooking

ti e ii\>. almost eiirt ctlv on th .

railroad.
t

. beat I on.- -. feu workingnien and
e\ eln*: t f>! upplir-s at (.ue the

-t urn rk< t In Aim l ie i.

ilone.st city government.
The b« t Jo .lib of anv .- i ill,-in

'4 U >*" |

I j eoeiri.'il ehC.'P ga.- l-'OOll
: t rei t e'.i r rvie*e

A j*soi iati .n with bb". C»0 of th<
'o- .-1 | i.-opl» .i tin en I I

.> I: v.-i \ dva i.t ..¦g« that eve r y othOi
town can off- r.

id our Mile ibel's In Itie-hmonel
writ. is .'en . \. nr.- ag'i a little
-¦ir! i- N- v \ r.i i« w» >ti to t!o editor
d >t|. Of t'i< papers there-.the Ktlll,

I i:111. >. it was iiskiiitc If tlu re was a
v. e'h. The editor re plieit in an

. .0 oil. If yi.:| h iVi copy e»f this.
1 v. j ill '¦ i bul il you will ptlbli:.li it."

.Mo r . olumr tlil- ! .orning The
I'm pat h i i. i .1 as tiro In re-
j111».t .- th" iii'.-' i-'printc-l editorial

ii v i.noV'- e.f e ii. 'li.it will I), re-
... 11 >1 111 it III t Il-.11* I 'I S t 1.1- w s I ..ip.'l :¦

Altbin the r.e.xt foi tnigl1, tin Sun'-
ii.itnottal i.ply i" lit 11« \'irglnla
. > I l.'.nlon ISea'l i! to \ "!. little f. lks.

l-'i.r the- next fortnight West l.tnl
pin bos will be largely vacant. Un h-
iinmil .'..ll' '.e examinations at., begin-

j nitig.

Vo ^oui li»H calendar begging tally.I

WHAT WAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARS AGO
Itrprlnlrd from Tlilft Motupupor.

I linn si rtiii.H Kx |iIii.
At lliiLVKon Knsiil, in I'hcsterlleld

. 'ounly, an explosion occurred yester¬day. lesultiliu in 111 «. death of sixteen
men and fatal injury to tliothcis.
II was causcd by tin; ipuition «»l" ^:is
\\ Ithin tin pit.

Weitllirr.
Kor tin.- past two day.- tho won tlierhas been warm, sultry ami disapree-abb
Tin? repular montlilv i.hm I inp of tho. 'ouneil took plat'i' ,vistcr<i:iv \V. K.

<i n npcr ami William S. Jenkins wcio
. lecicd additional policemen ami .\. \V.Morton, <'hatuhei lain. Thomas It. Har¬rison w is chosen Auditor ami W ashing¬ton «i ill. t'itv Knpiuecr.

. 'liristiiiiis Iiivk.
"t 'hristnias trinkets . >ld Xick intown. St. Nicholas takes ureal pleas¬ure in annoiinciim to the little folksof Klcbmoiid that he has just arrivedami csta bllslted his Icadiiuarters atMiss Seiuon's, Main Strict. whereIn- will lie pleased io «*.»..* tin-in all amiexhibit his beautiful as; n't no nl of

pop. rackei s, w hirIipip>¦. I'uclirts. Koimin
< amih s, spinninp .ic-nnios, pin wheels,'loll.-, etc. \\ i111 a Kri'iit variety of
trinkets am! other beautiful thlnpscapt i vntinp 10 youthful fancy amiplensinu to the iuvi-nilo taste. I'oitie
soon ami rekimlb tin: memories of
<'hristnia scs In-fore this i i ii e | war puis
a slop to tlo annual visits of the ohl
satnt."

IMulit )>t lirepitlirli'r Urltlpc.It is report .¦ thai an em;. ^ enH n t
tool; pine- on Sunday at 'IrcciihrietKri.lpi between l'..:ees iiuih-r Kchols
ami .1 largely superior force ol the
em-in- i e iieral Kehols was com¬
pelled to lall back throuph l.cwis-
I'UtK, which was afterwards occupiedh.v th- en>in\, whose force nun.hers
about I. a lot.

I iiiikres.s.
Ti. lie Mouse peiiniNsi" .1 wis prant-od to 11 . Special I'ouiinittec on lie

Currency to hold its meetings duringthe sdttinps of the House.
I .i-kNIii ¦ ¦¦ re.

In tlio Senate t liill for the enroll¬
ment of persons hit Weill 'lie apes of
sixteen ami llfty-live iloinic'.o 'I in the
' 'omuion w ea 11h war reported

Mr. Collier present' d a ^ ties of
ta veu joint resolutions upon the
jeet of in.struotinir our Senators11i pi .-st ni t i \. - '.i. .

'

hii- l ess I ..

tl:« il- I«t . ml. .i \ ... io pi-i *. euI th
m i: intent in oil.. . of men wh<
m»l of Soui'i*:rn birth ami . 'lucatr
who arc not ascertained hv long
to |,e 1., ;,| t ily <|. voted I the
of the South, so that tvnie hut
shall he trusted to tak<- chlirpe a:
iii cnniimimi of posts of thinner
control, esp, ei. ll. in tlo- a .litatyvice, fur tie reason tha; we had ;i 1

sub
and

Ml'
d b

ser

n ii-
dm o

r th.
wan

;i M u res
is wi re
1
I louse

ready stitfereil inou-th I r
from that source 'I'll re
voted down by a \ <»t. "t

aii. r the adjournment
a ni'etinp of the uiembe
ized, tlo ol.J. ct which w is to ti n
It-1- a complimentary dinner t.i ilov-
mor I,.-!. in r upon h:u retliinp from

tin.- gubernatorial eliaii.
Irion I In- \i'i»> ol 'I'rniii.»»i'p.

I.ittle itnpo: inc.- attaches to the re
poll circulated in Atlanta that li.-n-
eial Johnston is to i¦ ,ippois.'> d to
command of thi« anin with < loners I
I'.rapp as chief of staff ii is more
likely tli.a; to-neial Meauropard will
1>.- sent. If i ietiera 1 hoii(!Street were
licit- it is not tmprobabh that In*
w mild 1.. the man.
The irrand total of <a8iinltios in

< "hat tanoov'n itnpiiien wdh

is 'i llt:it¦: \ s v.\t\ t i,.\i s;

'I'lir Siiii'n I'hiiiihis lalllorlal AhNltrivi
Hie IviildieH 'I'lllit '1'ln-rr l«.

We take plea, ure in answern.-' ;it
ojice :it, i thus prominent l> tl\e com¬
munication below, expressing at the
same time oui i;reat gratitieatiou that
its I'.iitJifu. author is liuniheied ainoiip
the friends "f tlo Su:
"l"ar }-*dit«ir: I am eiirht years ohl

So:ne of my little friendH sa>' there i:
';.> Santa Cl ius. I'i-.pa tavs: 'If yt>u ste.
It in the Sun" it'.- s1' l'lease tell m>
tin truth; is there a Santa I'latisV

" VI lit'! I.N" I A > I'HANl.iJX
1 1 "> West Ninety tilth Stre*t

\'lrclniii. your little friends a»e
wruiiK. They have been art'ect'd )>>
ti :l;. pti« ir.'ii ;i skeptical air. Tin y
do not bell v« except what the> see.
They think that nothing can b« whii h
is not comprehensihle by their little
mi lids. All minds, A'lrKiniii, wlietli-r
they be men's or children's, are little
In this preat universe of ours man Is i.
mi re insect, an ant. in his Intellect,
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as. measured hv the intelli
pence .'a pa hie ol praspinp the whole
of truth and kimwledm-.

Ves, Virginia, iliei, is a Santa Claus
lie exists :is eertalnly as love ami pen
crosily and de\otio.» es'ist, ami you
know that ih".. iiboui d and kiv. to cc.;r
life ils hipli' t beatll.v and joy. A,.,:
I.. w I('. at \ would be tlie \\ >! bi if then
wet* no Santa i'laii«. It would lie as
111 11 >- as ii lie i e wi:. no Viririnias
Then* would be no childlik* faith 111.-li.
in> |..etr\. n<> romance, to make toler¬
able till; exist* me. We shoulo have
no enjoyinput, except In sense ami
siplit. Tin* eternal lipht witJi which
childhood tills the world would be ex-
l inpuislu'd.

Not believe in Santa «'lau:-! You
mipht as well not believe in falrier'
¦Son mipht pet your papa to hii> men
to watch in all the chimney; on I'hrisl-
nnis Hve to catch Santa Olaus. but
even if they did not see Santa Clau
cotninp down, what w "lid that privr'.'
Nobody s< e.s Santa t'la.u.'!,
no sipn there is no Santa
lit. rea I things iti tin
tin.-, t ha t ii* it In*' .*!.!!
can see iid \ on ever s<

tho lawn'.'
o proof that

I tip on
t hat's i

Nob."l> can coii''** vi*
t lie .ndi*i s t h- re a ro
SciMliable i'l the V.'orbl.

You may tear apart
and see what makes
but titer,. j: a Veil eli\ .

w orld which ot t):.
.I'll e\'e It til' U 11 i t I'll SlI
si ronpest melt I hi I ..

bllt '.Milt Is
c'i.vii- The
w .ll'l arc

ren not men
-oe. fairies danc-
I'Oiirse not, but
\ ii r«* not t to it
or imapine all
unseen and uit-

t.-ar iipiirt. On
Iov, romam e. i

tain titid view
nal beauty :*ni

the baby i-a 111>*
tile noise inside,
erln>; tlo unseen
st roup st ma u,
nptli f all th*

ever liv d, could
1th, fancy, poetry,

a n push a*- i'le I he cur¬
at:'! pi' I ui e the super-
plory beyond. Is it .-ill

teal
there
No

lives.
S.Ill'l

I he
Sun.

Ah, Yiipinlu. in all this world
is nothinp l..e real and abidinp.
Siinta I'latis' Thank ibid' lie
a nd b< live- fun vi*r. A t In ,u

years 11 "in now, Yii pinia nav,
tin.'* I'-ti thousand years from
he will continue to make plad

lu iii t of childhood..-New York

Abe Martin

S'lllli f' ,'lel III! : till..'liv unlet bill
an a rule lit' i Io'. * mouth'd Idler In
either Stupid or halopiM'ild I'l lllferili.l
tion. None but th' bravo kin IK" With
th' Jail.

,» ,, .. ;, dttWu

WHEN A FELL E R NEEDS A FRIEND.

1TOY'S
L

THE FUTURE OF TAX REFORM IN VIRGINIA
Prepared for The Times-Dispatch by Thomas Walker Pape, Ph. I)., Professor

of Political Economy in the University of Virginia.
Has net the t m *. mm .* when

we should o.vi" .:t Mi<- unit* .»v»i:-<
sion of <>|j1111-«ii .il l,-it j. \ reform i;i
Vir - inl.i

It seemed to ti i:¦ i s t .' "l When
I »emoi i:» t i cand «1t - wi .¦. <¦ .-1
tin- prima ri< : .in-' mont ti .. 11 t

taxwould !».. .),. -t :i)|>. . (--
tint \\..i I: I . -1 11 11.. ti.i.i-ral A- "ii.-
Mv .it i(m-proai liin- ssi..', Wi en
Ihesi primaries w i <. Imp- 'ill.): t !i>
i fw: |i;i|,cii ii mar.v < ..itiM. .< 11. I

II tin- III* (I M l -killK tilt 1 '< Mil' Ml
i. >ni i ii; 11 ion »' annum: .. tii'-u *

j 1 :. t
forms." t.-ll win (.. tli' \ stood i>ii
tli<- important matt* i- lii.-l;. t i m:iic
In (">ii .. tin tti fur ¦...¦!*!(¦ r i i..*
What was til*- i .-nit .V' on'' in

ten of tins.- .>]¦¦¦ ! i\.- lididatc:!
failed to «t;¦ t. . h1- |i"-iti«>n ir¦ ....card
t'i t h.. so-calb <1 "..:¦.i hliiiH a< ' w ailc.
. in the other ha: 'i. I t m¦ .. in t. -n
explained what ..-.¦it «.!' t; . n form
I .¦ would advor.it.
Silfnrir of l.i'KiHliitnn* Alioiif Ta\ lle-

lOrni.
How III We explain llliS l'l||'l(JI!f!

J-ill-lie*-I'm It he 't.-t pro1 11 ¦. t '..11 I
the inanuiactu.'.- and mi!' i.f whisl.ey
.Kr«a(. as i-~ it.-- i : i: <1 \i 1»t .< import-

aiici is Jet "f . U( I. Upl'CII itilpo rt.il:1 .:

us to rclcgato tax reform t.» utlcr oh-
scuritv'.' Are the ;¦. p I .- ¦.!' VII'.i.i
.-i' alarmed about 51. i: moials that
tin y are not ¦..iu- 'm tie.i about thcii
pocketbooks'.' If that w r- so it
luiKht I" :: K'iod thin,' Hut w f*-ii
it is hardly «.>. We fear (hut
tin- l'lilltire 'if ."i> many aspirants
for public honors to outline their plan«
for tax reform was due to something
very iff.. !.<. Ilt.
The truth is and the frankest

.MiionX tiiem admitted it ill' * did not
stat- their plan:- lot tax reform In-,
i ia>o they had no such plans to state.
They could take ii position easily
. nouirh about prohibition, because tie-.
know what it iif.ms; they cm f ¦(..
( .i s- ( Its ii suit., and I )><¦>- ii. j r-i-11 >
Well aware iiow t h .' majority of tlieii
constituents fool about it It is not si
with tax reform; and this can !..'. said
without reflecting in tlio least on tho
intelligence and general ability of the
ca ml ida les.
Would Vmi Know n ItcfiMiu It V on

U. I It*
l'or there are few things more im- j

l'or'.ant. and there is nothing in |. -11.
li<- lite more eomplieated and attended
by mor<* widely ramified const (juene'-s
than the reshaping of a tax system. N'o
in.in in n understand it unless lie works
at it both lonfj and hard. I-'tirther-
more, ii is not mere book wni k. A
practical tax system, one liiat ran ho
applied to tin- actll. ! needs ¦.!' a par¬
ticular State, never 1 as In «n, and
neve: will he, worked out by the
theorist in the privacy of his study. At
the same linn the work is eiplallv
im possible to the man who i.s merely I
"piactical." N'o Legislature in th>
world contains a l.uiv¦:. proportion of
"practical" men, men of affairs, men
of wide business sagacity, ihau do the
I .'.;. is la t u es of our American States.
And yet, look nt our systems of State
taxation! It Is because tax iit.rm
ee(|uiies both kinds of knowledge,
knowledge of practical affairs an<l
also a systematic knowledge of th'nr..,
and 1 i-cause these kinds of knowledge
cannot be acquired by the same man
without dcvotiim a i;reat part of his
life to it, that so few feel competent
to express an opinion about it.
Tin* llnril I'n.se of tin* New Members.
Now think for a moment of the po¬

sition in which our HeKlslaturi w ill
lind itself this winter. It is said that
about half of tin members -probably
more will he serving their lirsi term
I ii this, however, and iu most other
respects, the composition of the As¬
sembly will lie shout the same as that
of its predecessors. To say this is to
pay the members a compliment; for it
is likely that nowhere on this conti¬
nent can a legislative body tie found
more honest, more public-spirited, ami
with a higher decree of general sa-
^acltv Kill of necessity there will be
amoiiK the members comparatively
few that have had tin time, oppor¬
tunity and inclination !<. make up their
minds as to what tax reforms are
iieedcd. Should the majority blindly
'follow these few, or should they ad¬
journ without actinic?

t rrcHlMl llilt* l'orcc iiikI Iniiuovnblo
\V i- Ik lit.

If I hey follow the example of their
lit (.do elisors they will shirk respon¬
sibility, and do nothlUK. 'bit the As¬
sembly Is not likely aKaln to avoid the
'issue The abuses under our present
system are too kross, arid dissatIsfac-
Hon Ii4 too widespread to be ignored by
hose *ceklm< a political csreor. Hut,
unfortunately, while public opinion
will probably compel ayl.lon, tliero Is
no consensus of opinlclt us in what

' thai action oughl to be. 2i> this ease

till people dnrit kllliw what till V want
anil woii't b«i happy till they si l it
This will j .: j t tli. members tie A .

sembl; . specially itii in w n.cml>> t S.
.. \ imharr.iSMtig position Tlo

session ot thu Assembly will bu short;tt..is:t featinv .. 11 j;n..
'.¦I ifi; ¦* .. t: nt and t )>..?.- will, m n»:
" i1 vai l' circumstance,., t.. tun*

. !'¦ 'h i r iii i at. and dis< >it j :J;
t to i l.thorat- a lull syj-f :ri of

reform
!. "ilcs as tf 11.1* major it v must

11». .: 11 >- follow II;. r . w nil till,its that
!.. :.« pat orl t.. i if.T a n \ sort

ili-tlniti) -. iu v. ;.niThe v must staki
i will «.:' their neighbors and

11 hope ¦. T" .1 ptllili ( a I err on t he
success of policies Um j have no op-
pOlttilllly to illL'eM
This is just what the Inst A H.'-..inb! v

: el used to do |t had befor. it a plaiithat ivjs at hast clear and logical. the
phtn . aped 11 _%¦ special ror.iti. :ss!on
of . > j>i i. j-.- ii and trustworthy men.
anil it 'A a refused. The report of the
I'OIIIII! ission heeamc ptthlle a verv f.hol t
' in.-- hi-fi :c II,.-. Assembly met. and
.lie I lllh IS llol little opport lllilt.V to
.-tud;. and digest it- There was no
II ".,nx of liiintt iiic whether the voteis
wo.lid I... satis I! i.-d with It. and the
Ass. aihl> i efusi d to lake Do :. spon-
-».11 *o! adoptli.tr H. Tin le had been
practically no public discussion of it;
the State wan almost totally unin¬
formed about it: there was iio opinion
..ithcr tor or against It: tlitre wt re
i % ilble and hopeful fillbstitutes for
it; and the Assembly did right in refus¬
ing to shut its eyes, open its mouth,
ami swallow it whole liko a purgative
l>olus preset ibod by the family doctor.

Mut further postponement will be
ditllcult, while preparation for action
is obviously still incomplete Some of
the members of the last Assembly
who were best prepared to take the
lead ia the work of tax reform have
died or retired. Kortu nalely, some
:ire left; but it is very doubtful whether
their unaided Inlluenee will bo strong
nouprh to protect the Statu against

i 11 ad vised legislation-
In i'lirrc ti Way

What can he done to help the As¬
sembly in this supremely important
work
The first thing to be done i:s to help

them to find out what the citizens
really want And to do that the citi¬
zens themselves should be informed on
this matter and stirred up to think
about it. so as to know what they
ought to want. In other words, we
have wot to have in Virginia a full
and genuine discussion of taxation. Wo
have not yet had it. There is a stait-
ling lethargy on the subject in this
State. This lethargy has got to be
removed, and it is the duty of the press
to see that it is removed.

\ < "otiiitcrliliiNt to I.d I)ti rgj ."
With a few exceptions the Virginia

papers have be. n undetermined and
neglectful in this matter. They are
willing to open their columns to dis¬
cussion; but if they themselves again
with a few exceptions.stand for any
ib-areut, systematic plan of reform,
the present writer has been tillable to
discover it. In California, Wisconsin
and other States where tax reform has
been accomplished it was preceded by
ten yearn not only of earnest dis¬
cussion, but even of widespread and
anxious agitation. We fJo not crave
the agitation; far from it. lint is it
too much to ask that between this

' the »:!..« ting ..f the A-»< mbb
I-.'I" rs ..| i >tat.: shall

»i- I., th« uf*»'u.x<«ii>ri 'l
-'Ml... ill .1 .1. sortie <!¦ : : 11:.(.I'l tuon. m s I II- |». .p|. (

»!... Siat'\ .i 'i wi'i, ,, :i. i .i- i.l.!'or? t. i in.i t; ji i.. .i
I D. llilllr IMllll*.

T v. <> .it«- j11 ;. - Itr. a ready 1
fore . r:. H that drawn up |.y the
- j. t 1: 11 .Mil' :l->loii r».|,urt!i>4 t<> thelilSt A S -ein 1.1 !.... Mil"! I- the Hilt..
U\- ii.tli . i . \ is. I A ud I toi Mimii'i'
«<: thu two. th« plan of Mr. Mo.,re
peni'i* i > i»i< .-'nt witter to bo i>y
'^i th* 11? 11. f With certain iiiudu.-
« alio!.- j| ounht to I..- itil' iptc'l

Tli" S;i.¦*..!r-_I T \ «'.»i!11j .1.»:i c ivn
authoritative stai. ¦ ii.. iit wli.it most.f <. ii citizens already knew, namely,thai out | r. ^-n: tax s^st-m l» bin-

sonic. unjust and iKl'iultuUN I V
took each t \ :-.'|»iii. il.-lv arid 1" w ii I
it« del., an.I :t adduced numberless
. x.implf-s ln.'.jiiality it!. I 1 it j >1 m 11 <.
ll .shmv. .1 j'..i Virginia .:i. i ina.lt- local
application t. I.i.'* s that ; simii u of
aimilai c.ini :n issions have shown for
as ma ny >i : It 11.. | i,i.|. liuwrvi-i.
i»commend that we abandon our jir<"lit chaoti ii' ll VII list s> St. Ill Oil
tlo contrary. It :<i oinrn. rid. <1 that v. .

I .tain In.' !¦!. m, lait revise th> hov
. [ill tax> and Mi 1st on liOtt. " ad
ministration Thu chief <hange 1'
urired v.. t ..?. cr> alio.; of a bod\ that
would 1 av.'j to .1 is. hai its nominal
duties through ;t Mat" T;ix Commis¬
sioner. Amont; t i.«. duties of this
functionary it enumerates: gathering
data ..ii which to ux an liVci.inc as
s- ssiiu nt of nil real and personal
i.rop. i ty. exercising »-'.-!»*. ra 1 supervisi,.n over tlu- work of assessment,
watching all the commissioners 'if th»
revenue and suspending them wh«v
they fall to do their duty, actinic as
expert adviser not only to the <Jon

i al Assembly, but also to all the
cities, towns and counties, and having
a general supervision of I ho collectlnKof the income tax The commission
stopped short, however, of namltiK th«
Archangel Michael 'o lill this position

A groat many of the minor reconi
mendatlons . ihe commission arc ex
I ec.i 1 ii t; ly t-'.oo.i, all'l s Ulli: of then,
should bo adopted, whether a plan for
segregation pauses the rieneral As
scmbly or not. Hut the experience '4!
oth. 1 States is conclusive proof thai
w< can hope for no uie.it or pcrma
uent improvement, unless we are will
iiiK to make a radical departure from
our present system. Nearly every con¬
ceivable rcphraslne of lax laws, every
possible device to .strengthen their ad
ministration, have been tried out time
iind again. The result shi'w.i that the
system Itself is too defective to admit
of efficient administrntion.

Mr. Moore a plan offers a way out
of many of our difficulties. It doe*
not remove all the injustice nor solve
all the problems. Hut it is a neces-
sary step that must lie taken before
we can cope successfully with the
abuses that will still exist.

It is difficult to express without ap-ipcaring to l>e effusive the appreciation(that (,'ood citizens owe him for the
practical, detailed, effective ami intel-
ligihlo plan that lie has worked out
The best work that can be done

during tho coining weeks for tax r>-
form In this State will consist In dl.s-
cussing and perfecting Mr. Moore's
plan.

A Plan for Saving
\ definite plan always facilitates the successful

execution of any undertaking. If you adopt a plan
of saving money you will get ahead much faster
than if you undertake to save after haphazard
methods. Just decide that you will save, say $r/o ol
your income, and deposit the money with this bank,
where it will draw interest at the rate of 3 f/o, com¬
pounded iwice a year.

National State and City Bank
Tin EAST MAIN STREET.


